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1. Introduction

This Open Space Plan identifies important recreational, natural and historic open space areas
in Mineral County. The plan describes methods the County could use to ensure recreational
access, protect natural and historic resources and maintain open space lands. A variety of
acquisition funding tools are also described. This plan will be amended and updated with the
County Master Plan as needed in future years.

This plan identifies the
important open space
lands in Mineral County.

Figures are incorporated into the body of this plan to
illustrate locations. Six large maps are provided in pockets
at the back of this document to illustrate broader physical
locations.

Plan Purpose
The purpose of this Open Space Plan is to:

= Document the lands, and access to the lands, that are important to the people of
Mineral County as open space.

= Comply with the Nevada Revised Statutes definition of an “open space plan” thereby
providing certain authorities to the Board of County Commissioners.

In conformance with NRS 376A.020 this Open Space Plan describes:
(@) The development and use of open-space land in Mineral County for a period of 20
years;

(b) The financing for the acquisition of open-space land; and

(c) The maintenance of open-space land acquired pursuant to the open-space plan and
the maintenance of any existing open-space land in Mineral County.

Why Open Space Planning in Mineral County?

This plan was made possible through a grant under the State of Nevada Conservation and
Resource Protection Grant Program, better known as the Question 1 Program. The Nevada
voters passed Question 1 on November 5, 2002 authorizing the State of Nevada to issue
general obligation bonds in an amount not to exceed $200 million®:

“...to preserve water quality; protect open space, lakes, rivers, wetlands, and wildlife
habitat; and restore and improve parks, recreational areas, and historic and cultural
resources.”’

Of this amount, $65.5 million was allocated to the Nevada Division of State Lands to provide
grants
“...for various programs including recreational trails, urban parks, habitat
conservation, open spaces, and general natural resource protection projects.

2

! Information from the Conservation and Resource Protection Grant Program Question 1 General Information.
A 12-page information package available at http://lands.nv.gov/Questionl accessed on 12-1-09.
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Under the Question 1 adopted regulations, an Open Space Plan includes:

“... an inventory of undeveloped and semi-developed land or resources with a plan for
the long-term preservation and conservation of that land. The plan may include a
provision for dispersed recreational opportunities on the land.”

Once an Open Space Plan is adopted, various funding mechanisms are available to the County
including additional Question 1 program funding

“...for the acquisition of land and water or interests in land and water to protect and
enhance wildlife habitat, sensitive or unique vegetation, historic or cultural resources,
riparian corridors, wetlands and other environmental resources pursuant to an
adopted open-space plan.”

The Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) defines “open-space use” in 361A.050 as “the current
employment of land, the preservation of which use would conserve and enhance natural or
scenic resources, protect streams and water supplies, maintain natural features which enhance
control of floods or preserve sites designated as historic by the Office of Historic Preservation
of the Department of Cultural Affairs. The use of real property and the improvements on that
real property as a golf course shall be deemed to be an open-space use of the land.”

How This Plan Was Developed

This Plan was developed over the course of a year through interviews, public meetings,
research data compilation, and field reconnaissance.

= |nterviews were conducted

in person and via phone.
Names of persons
interviewed are provided in
Appendix A.

= Public meetings were held
on March 25" in Hawthorne
and Mina. Notes from the
meetings are provided in
Appendix A

= Field reconnaissance was
conducted on May 28" for
the areas recommended by
the public and interviewees.

View of Whisky Flat near Hawthorne

= Reports and documents
reviewed for this project are listed in the reference section of this document.

Resource Concepts, Inc.
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Key Issues

During the public meetings and interviews, several issues were identified as the most
important to the residents:

Public Access to Public Lands: Access to public lands was the most important
aspect to the quality of life for those persons that attended the public meetings. This
includes roads and trails on BLM and USFS managed lands as well as DOD managed
lands and private property.

Wellhead and Spring Protection: Water quality and quantity of groundwater,
springs and streams is critical in the County.

Public Land Management: The County residents voiced some frustration regarding
their dealings with the USFS and the BLM in that their voices are not heard by these
land managing agencies. In addition, residents were threatened by the proposed
congressional action to designate large acres of land as wilderness.

View of the Sodaville area from the east side of Soda Spring Valley
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2. Today: Existing Conditions

Land Management and Access

Federal and tribal management dominates land in Mineral - .
County as a whole. The largest land managers/owners Municipal property is less
) Yy 9 9 . than one percent of all
include the BLM (65%), the USFS (17%), the Walker River land in Mineral County.
Paiute Tribe (8%), and the Department of Defense (5%).
The remainder of the land is State of Nevada (<1%), municipal (<1%) or privately (6%)
owned. The land management in Mineral County is briefly described below and summarized
by Table 1. The locations of the various land management and ownership within the County
are illustrated by Figure 1 and Maps 1-4 in Appendix B.

Bureau of Land Management

The largest land manager in the County is the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) with
approximately 2,500 square miles. The land falls within the BLM Carson City District and is
managed under the Carson City Field Office 2001 Consolidated Resource Management Plan
(CRMP). The CRMP identifies permissible land uses as well as land designated for potential
future disposal to support community expansion surrounding the communities of Hawthorne,
Luning, Mina, and Sodaville. The lands designated for disposal are concentrated around the
communities with one small parcel along Hwy 95 between Hawthorne and Luning. The lands
listed as available for disposal are illustrated by Maps 1 through 4 in Appendix B.

The BLM manages one designated recreation site in

Mi | C The site is | q h ide of The BLM manages 65% of all
ineral County. The site is located on the west side o land in Mineral County under

Walker Lake and includes a boat launch, picnic areas, the 2001 Consolidated

camping areas, and drinking water. Resource Management Plan.

The BLM Carson City District Office manages roads on land managed by the BLM. All
public lands that are not limited or closed in the Consolidated Resource Management Plan
(2001) are open to all individual, commercial and competitive outdoor recreation uses. All
public lands designated as open for off highway use are subject to Conditions of Use in 43
CFR 8341 where no person shall operate an off highway vehicle in a manner causing, or
likely to cause significant, undue damage to or disturbance of soil, wildlife, wildlife habitat,
improvements, cultural, or vegetative resources or other authorized uses of the public lands.
Where the BLM determines that OHVs are causing or will cause considerable adverse effects
areas may be closed until the effects are eliminated and mitigating measures implemented to
prevent recurrence.

Resource Concepts, Inc.
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Table 1. Land Management in Mineral County

Sq. Percent of
Land Managing Entity Acres Miles | total land
US Bureau Of Land Management 0
Carson City Field Office 1,599,621 2,499 64.5%
US Forest Service
Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest 413,412 646 16.6%
(Bridgeport Ranger District)
US Department Of The Army 116,612 182 4.8%
Total Federal: 2,132,973 3,328 85.9%
Walker River Paiute Tribe 191,925 300
Total Tribal: 191,925 300 7.7%
State of Nevada 320 0.50
Total State: 320 0.50 0.01%
Total Federal, Tribal And State Land: 2,325,217 3,628 93.6%
Hawthorne Utilities 2.88 0.00 0.00
Town of Hawthorne 0.25 0.00 0.00
Town of Mina 40.20 0.06 0.00
Walker Lake General Improvement District 0.51 0.00 0.00
Walker Lake Water District 0.50 0.00 0.00
Mineral County HSG Authority 3.64 0.01 0.00
Mineral County 13,080 20 0.5%
Mineral County School District 63.68 0.10 0.00
Total Municipal: 13,192 21 0.5%
Total Non-Private: 2,338,409 3,649 94%
Total Private: 128,233 206 6%
GRAND TOTAL: 2,479,834 3,875 100%

Source: Mineral County Assessor data October 2008
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The recreation section of the CRMP states that OHV use is not allowed through or in the
immediate vicinity of any surface water source such as a spring, seep, or riparian area. OHV
use is limited to existing roads and ways within the 79,600-acre Gabbs Valley Range WSA,
the 16,000-acre Stewart Valley ACEC and 2,640 acres on the west side of Walker Lake.
Within limited designations certain existing routes may be closed or relocated.

US Forest Service

The second largest land manager in the County is the US .

[ ith 646 square miles. The land is Federal, Tribal, and State
Forest Service (USFS_) V_V't q_ : managed lands total 94% of
currently managed within two National Forests and three all land in Mineral County.
Ranger Districts: the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest
Bridgeport Ranger District and the Inyo National Forest Mono Lake and White Mountain
Ranger Districts.

The Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest (Forest) land management is guided by the 1985
Toiyabe Forest Plan. The Inyo National Forest land management is guided by the 1988 Inyo
National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan. Both Forests recently developed
Travel Management Plans. There are numerous open space attractions within the Forest such
as springs, peaks, ghost towns, mines and cemeteries scattered throughout the Forest. There
are also a number of private lands surrounded by the Forest. Most parcels appear to be
associated with mining with the exception of Ninemile Ranch on Rough Creek.

In response to the USFS Travel Management Plan process, Mineral County residents mapped
critical roads and washes in an effort to document those that are important to Mineral County
residents to keep open to public use. These roads and washes are illustrated by Maps 5 and 6
in Appendix B.

Walker River Paiute Tribe

The Walker River Paiute Tribe is the third largest land manager in the County with 300
square miles. This includes the area in the northern part of the County around Walker River
and the town of Schurz north of Walker Lake. The reservation was first designated in 1874
and subsequently expanded, the most recent expansion being in the 1930s. The primary open
space concern for this land is access to the road along the east side of Walker Lake which is
used by residents when Highway 95 is closed due to wind or accidents. The Tribe as
sovereign authority over the uses of their land.

Department of Defense

The fourth largest land manager and the largest single employer in the area is the Department
of Defense (DOD) with the Hawthorne Western Army Ammunition Depot (HWAAD). The
HWAAD is the largest of its kind in the world and was created after a devastating explosion
occurred at a munitions manufacturing and storage facility in New Jersey in 1928. The
HWAAD land includes 182 square miles and surrounds Hawthorne on three sides. The DOD
land includes all of Mt. Grant in the Wassuk Range, the majority of Walker Lake Valley and
the southern portion of Walker Lake. The DOD land is essentially closed to all unauthorized

Resource Concepts, Inc.
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uses. The County residents use the road along the east side of Walker Lake through DOD land
when Highway 95 is closed.

State of Nevada

The State of Nevada manages a total of 320 acres on the west side of Walker Lake. This area
includes a recreation and picnic area. This site and the BLM recreation facility directly to the
north are the two most frequented public access points to Walker Lake.

Municipal Land and Private Property

The remaining six percent of the County is either municipal land or privately owned. The
privately held land includes a wide range of terrain from valley bottoms to mountainsides.
The land uses are broad including ranching, agriculture, mining, industrial and residential.
There are dozens of locations with historic relicts related to mining in the County and much of
the private land scattered throughout the County is related to the rich mining history.

The bulk of the municipal land is near Hawthorne and Mina. The Mineral County Park and
Recreation Department operates and maintains several open space areas, parks and trails. The
existing facility locations are summarized by Table 2 and illustrated by Figures 2 and 3.

Table 2. Park and Recreation Facilities in Mineral County

Facility

Location Size Facility Components
Name

Lion’s Park Hawthorne 8 acres Play area

Picnic/Barbecue Facilities
Horseshoe Pits

Basketball Court

Tennis Courts

Softball Field

Little League field
Outdoor pool

Restrooms

= Covered Picnic facilities
= Restrooms

Rodeo Arena Hawthorne 3 acres = Qutdoor Arena, stables

Lady Bird Park Hawthorne 5 acres

Race Track Hawthorne 100 acres = Circular and other dirt tracks

= Playground equipment
= Tennis court

Mina Town Park Mina 3 acres

Resource Concepts, Inc.
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Roads

Roads were mapped by Mineral County residents Off-road racing and exploring
!ncludlng roads mglntalned _by the County and are is a valued local activity and
illustrated by Map 5 in Appendix B. substantial tourism draw for
Mineral County.

Off road racing is enjoyed by the residents and is a
significant tourism draw for Mineral County. Recently, the Best in the Desert backcountry
road race came through Mina. These events bring people from around the country to
experience the open spaces in Mineral County. The Best in the Desert roads that have been
used in the past in addition to the web of local roads and trails throughout the County are
illustrated by Map 6 in Appendix B.

Watershed Protection: Wellheads and Springs

The Nevada Division of Water Resources administers ground and surface water rights in the
numerous groundwater basins in Mineral County. Figure 4 illustrates the boundaries of the
hydrographic basins in Mineral County. Table 3 summarizes the water resources in Mineral
County by each hydrographic basin. Note that the estimated annual runoff reflects historical
estimates. The estimated perennial yield is the estimated amount of water that could be
withdrawn on a perennial basis without causing a reduction in the amount of estimated
storage. These values can vary substantially depending on the modeling and estimating
method used and are provided here for general comparisons among the basins.

Municipal groundwater rights are summarized by Table 4
and surface water rights are summarized by Table 5. Each
water right in the tables includes a reference number, where
the sources can be identified and located on Maps 1 through
4 in Appendix B. Water rights information for each source includes basin, application
numbers, file date, status, source, location of points of diversion, and flow rates, as well as
type and amount of designated use. Additional information within the table includes the
owner of record and comments or descriptions for each specified location.

Water and watershed
protection is a priority for
Mineral County.

The municipal water rights and filings are all within the Walker Lake Valley (Basin 110) and
the Soda Spring Valley (Basin 121) hydrographic basins. The basins are further divided into
subareas and include Basin 110A for the Schurz Subarea, Basin 110B for the Lake Subarea,
Basin 110C for the Whisky Flat-Hawthorne Subarea, and Basin 121A for the Eastern Part of
the Valley.

There are four Walker Lake GID wells with recorded water rights. Two of these wells are
currently in service — the Mallet Well and the Sanderson Well. The wells are located within
private property in the community of Walker Lake. The depths to groundwater in these wells
have fluctuated over time with the water elevation of Walker Lake. The deeper the water
levels in the wells, the worse the water quality becomes. Water quality for the Walker Lake
GID is a concern. The GID is currently involved in an exploratory drilling program for good
well water.

Resource Concepts, Inc.
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Table 3. Administrative Groundwater Basins of Mineral County

Estimated Annual Estimated Estimated
. . Runoff from Perennial System Total .
Basin No. Basin Name Mountains Yield ¥ie|d Use? Counties
(AFY)* (AFY)? (AFY)?
Walker River
108* Mason Valley 5,900 25,000 100,000 151,590 | MlI, LY, DO
109** East Walker Area 9,700 5,500 na 20,340 MI, LY
110A* Walker Lake V. Schurz subarea 4700 1,500 110,000 637 | MI,LY,CH
110B Walker Lake V. Lake subarea ' 700 na 2,093 MI
110C Walker Lake V. Whisky Flat-Hawthorne subarea 10,000 5,000 na 11,189 MI
Central Region
111A** Alkalai V. Northern 700 300 na 0 MI
111B** Alkalai V. Southern 3,200 700 na 0 MI
112** Mono V. 1,400 300 na 0 Ml
113** Huntoon V. 1,600 150 na 2,596 MI
114 Teels Marsh V. 3,200 1400 na 376 Ml
115** Adobe V. 500 150 na 0 MI
116** Queen'V. 4,200 600 na 0 MI, ES
118* Columbus Salt Marsh V. 2,000 4,000 na 1,764 MI, ES
119 Rhodes Salt Marsh V. 1,300 1000 na 49 MI
120 Garfield Flat 800 150 na 0 MI
121A Soda Spring V. East 1,600 600 na 0 MI
121B Soda Spring V. West 400 200 na 354 MI
122* Gabbs V. 1,000 5,000 na 17,276 | MI, NY.CH
123* Rawhide Flats minor 500 na 115 | CH, MI, LY
124* Fairview V. 100 6,100 na 38 CH, Ml
135* lone V. 5,200 2,500 na 133 NY. Ml
136* Monte Cristo V. 1,700 400 na 137 ES, Ml
137A* Big Smoky V. Tonopah Flat 5,000 6,000 na 19,638 | NY, ES, MI

Shaded basins are listed by the Nevada Division of Water Resources as “Designated”
1. Table 4 of Oct. 1971 Water for Nevada, Nevada’s Water Resources Report No. 3
2. Nevada Div of Water Resources Hydrographic Area Summary accessed 1-27-09

* A portion of this basin is located in an adjacent county
**A portion of this basin is located in California

Resource Concepts, Inc.
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The Hawthorne area is served by eleven permitted and certificated underground rights, from a
total of nine wells in Basin 110C. There are five different owners of record for these rights,
however, the DWR has recognized that they are connected and has limited the total combined
duty to 5,054.25 AFA. The permits must be maintained annually with the DWR until the Proofs
of Completion and/or the Proofs of Beneficial Use are filed. The wells servicing Hawthorne are
summarized below:

=  The I Street Well is located in downtown Hawthorne and the owner of record is the City
of Hawthorne. The well is considered to have good water quality.

=  Well 5 is also located within Hawthorne city limits and the owners of record are the
Mineral County Commissioners. The well produces warm water and is currently out of
production due to high levels of uranium.

= There are two Army Wells and the owner of record is the Hawthorne Water System. One
of these to wells is referred to as the Babbitt Well. They are considered to have excellent
water quality and produce approximately 1,800 gpm.

= The four Whisky Flat Wells are located in Whisky Flat south of Hawthorne and east of
Highway 359. The owner of record for three of these wells is Mineral County and the
Town of Hawthorne owns the fourth. All of these wells are regarded to as being good
water producers.

= Mineral County (Hawthorne Utilities) is the owner of recorder for the EI Cap Well. The
well is geothermal and the army has two 4,000-foot wells on either side for power
production.

The remainder of the underground water rights are in Basin 121A. Two certificated rights with
different owners of record serve the Luning area, three certificated rights with two different
owners of record serve the Mina area, and two permits for rights out of the same well are on
record in the ownership of the Mina/Luning Water System. The annual duty noted for the Mina
and Luning certificated water rights, with the exception of Permit 19765, Certificate 5600, is
based on an expansion of the diversion rates (please note that these numbers do not always agree
with the DWR’s abstract). More extensive research in the State’s records might provide more
accurate information. The Mina/Luning Water System permits must be maintained annually
with the DWR until the Proofs of Beneficial Use are filed.

The surface water rights include two filings in Basin 110C and four certificated rights in Basin
121A. As shown, the Town of Hawthorne filed two claims of vested rights in Basin 110C. One
of these claims is for water out of Big Squaw Creek and Tributaries and the other claim is for
water from Tunnel Springs. Note that these water rights were in use in 1881 and transferred to
the County in 1931. Although the water rights state that they are associated with “Big Squaw
Creek and Tributaries” the Township, Range and Section for the point of diversions as well as
the map indicate that the area is now referred to as Cory Canyon and is not the same as Big
Squaw Creek located to the south of Cory Canyon on the current USGS quadrangle. Any final
determination of the amount of water tied to these surface water sources is subject to an
adjudication that, once initiated, is a lengthy process.

Resource Concepts, Inc.
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There are four certificated surface water rights in Basin 121A. As shown, Mina Water System
and Mineral County both hold rights out of Rassler Spring. The Mineral County right serves the
Luning area. The other three certificates, including the Mina Water System certificate from
Rassler Spring, are for service in
the Mina area. In addition, the
right from Spearmint Canyon
Spring serves the Town of Mina
and Sodaville. The Spearmint
Canyon Spring appears to be what
is now referred to as Martin Spring
in Water Canyon on the current
USGS quadrangle.

The Railway has a claim of vested
right and has a certificated right in
Basin 121A. It appears that the
Unnamed Spring in the claim and
New Boston Spring in the

e

certificate may be the same spring. View of water at Southern Pacific Spring
Currently water from the spring flowing parallel to the road.

runs parallel to a road until it seeps
into the ground.

In 2004 the County completed a Wellhead Protection Program for the public drinking water
sources in the County. For each of the following wellheads, a wellhead protection area was
defined:

= | Street Well (Hawthorne Well #2)
= Well #5

= Babbitt Well (the old Army Well)
=  Whisky Flat Wells 1, 2, and 3

= Upper and Lower Rassler Wells

=  Mina#4 Well

One of the primary strategies for water quality protection is to control the land uses within the
wellhead protection areas.

Archaeological and Historical Resources

There are numerous historic resources scattered throughout the County and the County is
interested in protecting these resources. The majority of the historic resources are associated
with mining or transportation. Several ghost towns, stage, and railroad lines are depicted by Map
5 in Appendix B and are briefly described here in alphabetical order. The sources of information
include Magazine of Historic Legends of Mineral County, by Fred S. Cook, Nevada Ghost
Towns & Mining Camps Atlas, 2001 by Stan Paher, as well as the web pages
www.nvghosttowns.topcities.com and nevada.hometownlocator.com.

Resource Concepts, Inc.
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Acme, Acme Copper Mine

Acme was also known as Fitting, Kincaid, and Copperfield. Little There are numerous

remains of the mine site today (nevada.nometownlocator.com ). ghost towns and
historic mining areas in

Aurora, Aurora Consolidated Mine and Aurora Tunnel Mineral County.

Aurora was discovered in the summer of 1860 and by 1863 had 16

quartz mills, 760 houses, 20 stores, and 22 saloons, servicing a population of 3,000 people. The
Aurora area is mostly private land although the cemetery is on public property managed by the
USFS. The Aurora District is in the National Register of Historic Places (Cook, no date;
nevada.hometownlocator.com).

Belleville and Belleville Mine

Belleville was established in 1873 when the Northern Belle Mine of Canderlaria built a twenty-
stamp silver mill. Another mill was erected in 1876, and at its peak Belleville had approximately
600 residents serviced by several hotels, saloons, restaurants, and various other businesses
including a newsstand that sold out-of-town newspapers such as the Times, Self Cocker and
Tarantula. Belleville had a jockey club for horse racing as well as train service in 1882. The
Northern Belle constructed a pipeline to their mine and built a mill on the site. Belleville is
located on State Route 10, approximately 12 to 14 miles south of Mina (Cook, no date,
nevada.hometownlocator.com).

Bovard

Bovard came into being in 1908 when silver was discovered. Several hundred men and women
flocked to the area and most of them lived in canvas shelters. The town remained for a few
months and then became a deserted camp (Cook, no date; Paher, 2001).

Broken Hills Mine

Silver lead ore was discovered in Broken Hills
in 1913. Two men continued to work the
property until 1920, when they sold it to the
Broken Hills Silver Corporation. In 1926 there
was increased activity in the town, consisting
of a hotel, saloons, school, and various stores,
which served a few hundred residents. Silver
production ceased during World War 11 and the
settlement was deserted (Cook, no date;
nevada.hometownlocator.com).

Douglas stamp mill.
Camp Douglas Mine (Nvghosttowns.com)

Also known as Douglass, founded in 1893, the
town soon became known as the Dinner Pail. A small post office served the town and was a
small business district from 1898 to 1905. An unsuccessful comeback of the town was tried in
1910 though Camp Douglas was soon deserted (Cook, no date; nevada.hometownlocator.com).

Resource Concepts, Inc.
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Candelaria and Candelaria Mine

Candelaria began in 1876 and by 1880 was the largest town in Esmeralda County. In 1882 the
first train pulled into the Candelaria Station. At its peak Candelaria had 23 saloons, a bank,
telegraph office, school, lumber company, various dry good stores, a furniture store, two
breweries, three doctors, a lawyer, several hotels noted for the excellence of their cuisine, wines,
and liquors, and a newspaper, the True Fissure (Cook, no date; Shamberger, 1978).

Deadhorse Well

Deadhorse well was a desert watering place and an early station between Hot Spring and
Cottonwood Well. Mr. B. Hyland, the proprietor of the Dead Horse Wells Water Company
station advertised in 1908, “Water delivered to all parts of Rawhide at $2.50 the barrel. The only
water that has stood the test” (Carlson, 1974; nevada.hometownlocator.com).

Fletcher

Fletcher was a stage stop, way station, and post office for ranchers on the Stage Route from
Carson City to Aurora Road from 1883 to 1919 (Cook, no date).

Garfield

This mining district was organized in 1881, shortly after the assassination of James A Garfield,
the twentieth President of the United States, and presumably named on his behalf. The post
office was active from November 21, 1883 until November 28, 1884 (Carlson, 1974; Paher,
2001).

Hawthorne

Hawthorne became a townsite in 1880 as a division and distribution point for the new Carson
and Colorado Railroad. The Esmeralda toll road from Wadsworth to Candelaria was adjacent to
Hawthorne. Hawthorne has two buildings on the National Register of Historic Places: the
Hawthorne USO Building and the Sixth Street School also known as Hawthorne Elementary
School. Both buildings are on municipal property (Mineral County Nuclear Projects Office,
History of Mineral County).

Lucky Boy and Lucky Boy Mine

In 1908 J. D. Hubbard of the Chicago Exploration Company took an interest and leased the
property. J. D. immediately hired 65 miners. By April of 1909 ore was coming out of the mine
so rapidly that 20 men were kept busy sacking the galena as it came out of the mine. The ore was
hauled by wagon and train to Thorne, Nevada and shipped to a smelter at Midvale, Utah. A small
town sprang up around the mine and mill and was named “Lucky Boy”. In 1910 water began to
seep into the mine. When it had reached the 1,000-foot level the flow was so great the pumps
could not handle the demand and in 1912 the mine closed. Plans were made to drive a tunnel
through the mountain to the foot of the shaft and drain the water, much like Sutro had done in
Virginia City. The tunnel was completed after 6,200 feet of digging and it drained the water and
also opened a number of new bodies of ore. There is a saying around Hawthorne that Lucky Boy
Mine produced more bootleg whiskey during Prohibition than it ever did gold or silver (Cook, no
date; nevada.hometownlocator.com).
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Luning

On December 1, 1881 train tracks reached Deep Wells where there was a terminus of the stage
line operated by Gilmer and Salisburg, to Grantsville to the northeast. In honor of the event the
residents of the town changed the name from “Deep Wells” to Luning commemorating one of
the stockholders of the railroad. The town bloomed when the mine owners discovered that they
could ship ore to the mills at Dayton for $5.00 a ton instead of paying freighters $60 a ton to haul
it (Cook, no date; nevada.hometownlocator.com).

Marietta and Marietta Mine

In 1872 Francis M. Smith discovered borax and salt. In 1877 Marietta became a town and in a
year it had a population of 150 people, post office and a stamp mill. This mining town was one
of the first in Mineral County (Cook, no date; Shamberger, 1978; nevada.hometownlocator.com).

Mina

In 1907 Mina had 225 railroad
employees and a local school. At its
peak there was considerable mining
and highway construction. Mina
was as large as Hawthorne in 1935.
The Mineral County Courthouse in
Mina is on the National Register of
Historic Places (Cook, no date;
nevada.hometownlocator.com).

Rawhide and Rawhide Mine

In the span of three years Rawhide
grew from two tents to a town of
10,000 people. In 1907 word
reached Goldfield, Tonopah, and
Reno of a rich strike in the hills on
the road between Luning and Fallon. By March 1908 there were 14 saloons and gambling
houses, two banks, two general stores, five restaurants, ten brokerage offices, eight rooming
houses, and a half dozen other businesses. In April 1908 the camp reached the height of its glory.
The streets were jammed with automobiles, stages, and freighting teams. Twenty-horse teams
hauling wagons loaded with tons of food, clothing, and building materials were arriving hourly
while the automobile stages made three and four trips daily from Fallon, Schurz and Luning,
bringing in passengers. The town was destroyed by a fire on September 4, 1908, partially rebuilt,
and then practically deserted overnight (Cook, no date; nevada.hometownlocator.com).

Mining equipment near Mina

Rhodes and Rhodes Mine

This town was originally a borax-mining center and station on the Carson and Colorado railroad.
Located eight miles south of Mina, camel trains once operated from here. Nothing remains to
mark the site (Cook, no date; Shamberger, 1978).
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Sodaville

Sodaville was the point where freight destined for Goldfield and Tonopah left the railroad and
was shipped by 16 to 20 horse teams to its destination. In 1903 an automobile stage line was
opened and made the run from Sodaville to Tonopah in six hours, carrying 16 passengers (Cook,
no date; Shamberger, 1978).

Stage and Freighting Routes

Roads were extremely important to the early settlers and miners in the area. The five routes
listed below are illustrated on Map 5 in Appendix B (adapted from Shamberger, 1978).

(1) Wadsworth-Columbus Freighting Route 1873 to 1882 via Ragtown (Leeleville), Salt
Wells, Dead Horse Well (Luning) and Soda Springs (Sodaville)

(2) Aurora-Manhattan Toll Road from Fletchers to Marietta, Belleville, Candelaria, and
Columbus 1878

(3) Hawthorne-Bodie Toll Road 1880
(4) Aurora-Owens River Wagon Road
(5) Esmeralda Toll Road (state and freighting route)

Natural Resources

A check of federal and state protected species was
conducted for the County. Protected species and their
habitat matter to Mineral County because land uses are
often restricted in protected species habitat. Figure 5
illustrates the locations of protected species habitat.
Fortunately, Mineral County currently has habitat for few
federally protected species. Detailed information on
natural resources in Mineral County is provided in the
Master Plan.

Flowers in Water Canyon
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3. The Future: Mineral County Vision

Open space is one of Mineral County’s greatest assets. Long
vistas, open land with spectacular natural and historic resources
to egplore and enjoy are extremely important to the high _qualle vistas, open land with
of life for people in Mineral County. The items described in

. X . . spectacular natural and
this section are a part of the Open Space vision for Mineral historic resources to
County in support of maintaining the high quality of life. explore and enjoy.

Mineral County open
space includes long

Land Management and Access

The roads identified on Maps 5 and 6 in Appendix B are important to the County to remain
open to recreational and public use. Access to public lands is very important to Mineral County
residents. Access for exploring the County was the top priority expressed during the public
meetings. Exploration includes driving, hiking, horseback riding, and using OHVs. The roads
cross through land managed by the USFS, the BLM, and the DOD as well as private land. Many
of the roads used to access the public lands traverse through private land or lands identified for
disposal.

New Recreational Facilities

A variety of new recreational facilities were suggested during the development of this plan and
are described in the following paragraphs.

OHYV Areas

A local OHV racetrack in the Hawthorne area is conceptual and proposed for the area
near the “H” on either Mineral County land or BLM land available for disposal.

OHV loop routes in the Hawthorne and Mina area were suggested. The routes would
utilize existing roads and called out on an OHV map
(to be developed) for residents and tourists to use.

Walking/biking/Paths

A bike path map was developed by residents in
Mineral County and incorporated into this Open Space
Plan. The bike routes are illustrated by Figure 6.

A trail from the fairgrounds in Hawthorne up into
the foothills was suggested by the local horse riders. Camping area in
Most of this trail already exists but is not identified on Alum Canyon

any maps for use by residents or tourists.

A trail from the end of the road in Alum Canyon into the Wassuk Range was suggested
for hikers or horse riders. While there are many roads in the Wassuk Range, there are a
limited number of trails for hikers or horses. The trail is conceptual at this time and is not
identified on any maps.
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Trap Shoot Area

A trap shoot and target practice area was suggested for the area near the “H”. Rural
Nevada communities benefit from formal shooting ranges in that they afford a safe,
controlled environment to hone shooting skills. In addition the debris from targets, traps,
and shells are in one area that can be easily cleaned and properly disposed of. The
general location for the proposed trap shoot area is illustrated by Map 4 in Appendix B.

New Golf Course Area

A new golf course has been conceptually proposed in the Hawthorne area near the
“H” on either Mineral County land or BLM land available for disposal. An expanded
version of this vision includes a spa and mineral bath using warm water from the EIl Cap
well. The general location for the golf course area is illustrated by Map 4 in Appendix B.

New Parks near Mina

Two new open space developments
are proposed by the residents in
Mina: 1) a developed park on
Town of Mina property using water
from Martin Spring and 2) a pond
on the east side of town using water
from _Southern _Pacific__Spring.
Currently the water right from
Martin Spring is under-utilized. The
water would need to be filtered for
municipal use but can be used “as-
is” for water features and irrigation
for a park. Currently the water seeps
into the ground downstream from
the spring. Similarly water from the
Southern Pacific Spring seeps into
the ground. The area near the spring could be enhanced as a water feature in an open
space area. The general location for the new park is illustrated by Map 1 in Appendix B.

View of the future park area in Mina
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Watershed Protection: Water Sources, Wellheads, and Springs

In the Mina area (Map 1 in Appendix B) the lands surrounding wellheads and springs were
identified as open space including:
=  Mina Town Well,

= Upper and Lower Rassler well heads

and springs,
= Southern Pacific Spring,
= Tule Spring,
= Well #4,

= Martin Spring

The Whisky Flat area (Map 3 in Appendix B) :
is of particular interest to the County because : ’

of the water resources in the area. The areas " ane
surrounding the municipal wells as well as the View of Lower Rassler well house.
private land were identified as open space The areas around well heads should be

areas for water quality protection. protected as open space.

In the Hawthorne area (Map 4 in Appendix B)
the spring areas in Cory Canyon were identified for protection as open space.

Natural and Historical Resources

In the Mina area (Map 1 in Appendix B) destinations such as OHV destinati
Sunrise Flat, Table Mountain, and Dunlop Springs were identified estinations

. Co. . . . should be protected as
as important destination areas for exploration enthusiasts. It is open space.
important that these areas remain open for public enjoyment. In
addition an area in the Gabbs Valley Range west of Volcano Canyon was identified as an area
rich in fossils and an excellent location for exploration. It is important to the residents in Mina to
have continued access to these areas.

In the Hawthorne area (Map 4 in Appendix B) open space areas were identified in the Alum
Canyon area around the campground.

Mineral County’s remaining historical resources should be
protected and if possible preserved or enhanced. The areas .

: . . . . Mineral County should be
identified on Map 5 in Appendix B represents a small portion of protected, preserved or
the historical resources in the County. The Aurora Cemetery in enhanced.
particular was identified as a resource the Mineral County
residents would like to be protected from vandals.

Historic resources in
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4. Strategies: Implementation Action Plan

Open Space Land Acquisition

The BLM managed lands identified for disposal are available through lease or sale under the
Recreation and Public Purposes Act (R&PP Act); and lease, sale or exchange under the Federal
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA). Any land sales would require an
environmental assessment, cultural resources clearance, minerals report and appraisal to establish
fair market value.

The R&PP Act authorizes the sale or lease of public lands for
recreational or public purposes to local governments. Examples
of typical uses are historic monument sites, campgrounds,
schools, firehouses, law enforcement facilities, municipal
facilities, landfills, hospitals, parks and fairgrounds.

The R&PP Act is a useful
tool to obtain BLM land
available for disposal.

There is no fee for lands used as Recreation or Historic Monument Purposes. For other public
uses the cost is $10/acre to purchase or $2/acre per year to lease, for government-controlled and
used properties and to serve the general public. The cost is one-half fair market value for public
supported and operated but not essential or customary to govt. administration and services (i.e.
cemeteries, museums, community centers, tourist information facilities, and fairgrounds).

The land title is restricted since the title contains certain provisions which, if not complied with,
may result in reversion to the US (i.e. non-discrimination, no title transfer, must be used in
perpetuity for the purposes for which they are acquired, all minerals are reserved to the US).

The process to obtain land under the R&PP act begins with a meeting with the BLM to define the
project and determine the applicant qualifications. Any land sales would require an environmental
assessment, cultural resources clearance, minerals report and appraisal to establish fair market
value. For more Information See
http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/prog/more/lands/recreation_and_public.html
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Open Space Land Protection

Existing open space land important to Mineral County identified in this document should be
protected for Mineral County as discussed in each section of this plan. At a minimum the
following actions should be taken:

= Record, document, and enforce access at the County level:

o Access roads across private land should be incorporated into future parcel maps,
subdivisions and master plan development proposals to ensure the roads remain
open for public use.

o Incorporate open space access into storm drainage strategies as appropriate.

» Engage the BLM and the USFS:

o Provide copies of the Open Space Plan to the BLM and USFS offices for
consideration during federal actions that require NEPA or FLPMA evaluation.

o Complete the Public Lands Policy Plan and provide copies of the plan to the BLM
and the USFS offices

o Designate a Public Lands Liaison for coordination with the BLM and USFS

= Engage the Paiute Tribe and the DOD:
o Provide copies of the Open Space Plan to the Tribe and the DOD
o Designate a Tribal and a DOD Liaison for coordination

= A Public Lands Policy Plan is the Open Space Plan companion document:

o Mineral County should complete a Public Lands Policy Plan as soon as practicable
using resources and assistance from the State of Nevada Division of State Lands.

= Develop an OHV route map:

o The route map should describe the recommended skill levels for various roads.
Then the County should monitor these roads periodically for excessive erosion.

= Develop a historic sites map:

o Create a map of the most interesting sites and promote them to various tourism
agencies. Monitor these sites periodically for vandalism.

= Ensure that all organized OHV events do not degrade natural and historical
resources:

o Drive the OHV routes prior to and following the organized OHV events and
communicate with the event organizers if the roads need stabilization following the
event. Itis in everyone’s best interest that the routes are not left in a degraded state
as this could result in road closures by the land managing agency. This could be
accomplished by requiring a permit and nominal fee for all organized OHV events.
The fee would be used to pay County staff to review the used roadways.
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Funding Tools

Room Tax

The Mineral County Parks and Recreation Department is funded through the Transient
Occupancy Tax (10% Room Tax) for maintenance and operations. Additional funding is
supplied by the Mineral County Commissioners Young Citizen’s Activities Center and
program service fees. Thus, the simplest form of funding for parks and open space in
Mineral County is to increase the tourism draw. As more of the hotel rooms are utilized,
the Parks and Recreation Department will receive more funds through the room tax.

The room tax is in addition to all existing license taxes and is eleven percent (11%) of the
gross income derived from room rentals, and nine percent (9%) of the gross income
derived from space rentals, which is in addition to the one percent (1%) tourism tax
imposed by Nevada Revised Statutes 244.3352. The tax is on each licensee from the
renting of rooms, accommodations, spaces and all associated fees resulting from room or
unit rentals within Mineral County (MC Ord. 184A 2, 2005).

The tax revenue may be used as follows:

A. Five-sevenths (5/7) of the eleven percent (11%) and nine percent (9%) taxes collected
are deposited in the Mineral County park and recreation fund and available for:

(1) The construction, improvement, maintenance and preservation of county parks,
swimming pools, tennis courts, museums and other buildings or structures for
recreation and entertainment purposes and the purchase of sites for all such
purposes;

(2) Expenses of management, operation, maintenance, supervision and promotion of
such facilities;

(3) Advertising, brochures and similar expense having for its purpose the
encouragement of recreation and entertainment activities throughout Mineral
County.

Other Taxes

The voters in Mineral County could approve a sales tax up to one-quarter of 1 percent per
NRS 376A.020 and 050 and or an ad valorem tax at the rate of up to 1 cent on each $100
of assessed valuation upon all taxable property in the county per NRS 376A.070.

Question 1 Funds or Future Program Funds
Question 1 funds or future program funds may be available for land acquisition.

Nevada Department of Wildlife

The Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) can work through their federal aid
program to procure grants and funds. The funding available depends on the scope of the
project. Habitat and access improvements would be eligible for funding.
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Donations

State and federal inheritance taxes can reach upwards of half of the value of a property.
The County could assist landowners in becoming aware of the advantages and
opportunities for charitable donations to reduce estate taxes.

Recreation Trails Program

Nevada State Parks administers the Recreational Trails Program in Nevada by awarding
grants to successful applicants each year, on a competitive basis. Applicants may apply
for up to $100,000; a minimum 20% match is required for each trail project. Funding
may be used to construct new trails, enhance existing trails, and build trailside facilities.
Eligible applicants include individuals, private organizations, municipal, county, and
State and Federal government entities.

Land and Water Conservation Fund (L&WCF) Program

The Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965 is a federal program that provides
matching grants to states and through the states to local governments for the acquisition
and development of public outdoor recreation areas and facilities. The L&WCF
assistance is provided on a 50/50 matching basis to individual projects. These projects are
submitted through the state liaison officer to the National Park Service for approval.
There have been 240 projects funded by L&WCF since 1965.

The Conservation Fund

The Conservation Fund forges partnerships to protect America’s legacy of land and water
resources. Through land acquisition, community initiatives, and leadership training, the
Fund and its partners demonstrate sustainable conservation solutions emphasizing the
integration of economic and environmental goals. Access and trails are types of projects
that would match well with the goals of the Fund.

American Conservation Association, Inc.

Grants from $5,000 to $40,000 in areas including the environment, conservation of
natural resources and recreation.

The William T. Kemper Foundation

Grants from $1,000 to $50,000 in areas including community development, the
environment and recreation.

The Union Pacific Foundation

UP concentrates its support in communities where the company has significant operations
(including Nevada) and provides grants in areas related to natural resources and the
environment among other things.
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Maintenance Strategies

Existing Open Space in Mineral County is maintained by the Parks and Recreation Department
and through volunteer efforts. Future open space would be maintained in a similar manner as
funds allow and volunteers are available.

Updating the Plan

This plan was developed through a public process and it should be updated through a similar
process. As this plan ages and conditions change in the County this plan may become outdated.
Plan updates should occur every 5 years concurrently with the Mineral County Master Plan.
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Mineral County Open Space Plan
Public Workshops March 25, 2009

Open meetings were held in Hawthorne and Mina on March 25, 20009.

The meetings were open to the public. However, in order to get as much constructive
public input as possible, individuals identified by the County were contacted and invited
to the meetings. In addition, those persons contacted were asked to provide names of
other persons that would be interested in providing input to the Plan. The 10:30 meeting
in Hawthorne was also advertised on the community center sign in Hawthorn.

Lynn Zonge and Marvin Tebeau with Resource Concepts, Inc. conducted the meetings.

Attendees:

Hawthorn meetings: Mina Meeting:
Shelley Hartman (at her office) Anthony Trujillo
Keith Nevil Bob Eddy

John Rupert Doug Miller

Michael Trujillo

Arlene Hoferer

Harold Dimmick

Skip Canfield, State Lands
Don Orndorff

The attendees were provided with brief background information on the Open Space Plan
(attached). In addition, the Public Land Policy Plan, currently being developed by the
State of Nevada by Skip Canfield was also described.

In general, the discussions focused on two issues:

1. The importance of keeping existing access to and on all roads and trails. This
includes roads and trails on BLM and USFS managed lands as well as DOD
managed lands and private property.

2. The importance of protecting existing wells and springs.

The following additions to the maps were suggested:
» Powerlines and powerline ROWSs could be added
» The County owned parcels should be specified separately from the private
parcels
» Water overlays would be helpful, such as wells and springs
» All existing dirt tracks and roads
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The following important locations were noted:
» Sweetwater Ranch area
e County wells are adjacent to the ranch and are an important source
of water for the County
e The ranch has water rights that could be beneficial to the county
County well field areas
Cory Canyon and the reservoir
Springs in the Mina area
Alum Canyon
Springs around Montgomery Pass
Dunlop Canyon and Cinnabar Canyon to Summit Springs
Jacks Spring (Marietta)
Martin Spring in Water Canyon
New York Canyon and Volcano Canyon to Sunrise Flat
Taf Springs
Table Mountain

VVVVVVVVVVYY

Mineral County Open Space Plan page 3 of 3
Public Meeting Notes 3-25-09



Appendix B

Maps

Vicinity Map

Map 1 Mina Area

Map 2 Luning Area

Map 3 Whisky Flat Area

Map 4 Hawthorne and Walker Lake Area
Map 5 Roads and Historic Resources

Map 6 Local, Rural, County, and Jeep Roads
























